(2017)

piece of the Rock for your ufe ; as alfo to fignifie to me the
¢cime, whenthey intend touncover it; that, if poflible, we
may make fome fuch Experiments, as you have intimated,
That parcel of Natural Salt, which the inftrument broughe
up, divers that faw itaflure me, wasas hard as 4lom, and as
pure; and when pulverized, became an Excellent, fineand
fharp Salt, The firft difcoverer of it was one Jobn Fackfon of
Halton, about Lady.daylaft, as he wasfearching for Coals on
the behalf of the Lord of the Soil, william Marbury of Mar-
bury Efquire.  Thisisall I can at prefent ferve you in; only
I am confulting diligent and experienced perfons concerning
the practife of the Agriculture of this Country, and hope ere
long to give you fuch anaccount as I can; though I cannot
hope to difcover any thing worth the notice of that truly
Royal Society, It will beenoughto fatisfie my ambition, if 1
may but be continved in your thoughts as a Well-wifher to
fuch Noble perfons and defigns. In confidence whereof I
fubfcribey&c.

An Accompt given by a Florentin Patrician, calld Jo. Bat-
tifta Donius, comcerning a way of refloring the Salubrity of
the Conntry about Rome: Extracted out of the ninth {ta-
lian Giornale de Letterati 5 and Enghfi't as fol-
lows.

/“g”“He Campagne of Rome, (which is that Trat of Land,
i thatisdelticute of Inhabitants and Trees, and extends
it telf for many miles, taking ia Latium, and part of the an-
cient Sabins, and of Tufcany,) would be of great ufe tothe
State, and of {ubfiftence to the people, if it could be Inhabi-
ted without that great danger to health, which now ’tis fo
much noted and fear'd for; Phyfitians efteeming, that from
the Summer-Solftice unto the Autumnal Equinox, the Air of
it is fo bad and noxious, that it would be great rathnefs to
dwell there : A malignity, which in former Ages it was free
from,at leaft,in that of Cicero, Who,ﬁxs appears by his Ltlégtex;is
ih 2 ive
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lived there in the Summer-months, went from one place to a-
nother,and return’d to Rome, without making mention of any
fuchdanger, Wheretore that Country not being unwhole-
fome of its own Nature,but from adventitious caufes, itis pro-
Lable,that thofe may be remov’d 5 as hath been propofed by
Jo. Battifla Dowins,in his Book De Reftituenda Salubritate Agri
Romani,

This Author having in the beginning deliverd fome Con-
{iderations touching the Air of Rome,and fhew’d, that it never
was,nor is,infalubricus,as ‘tis thought 3 proceeds to that of the
Country abont Rome, and

Firfl,defcribes boththe Antient and Prefent ftate and dift
pofition of the Roman Campagne; noting the fituation of
many antient places; feveral particulars about the Greatnefs
and Compafs of the City of Rome, and the Number of its Ta-
habitants.  Juffes Lipfius, out of his great partiality to Oid
Rome, believed, there were in it four Millions of men 5 but
this Author thinks it much, if there was {o much as one M-
lion,

Secondly, he examines the caufes, which render this Ro-
man TFerritory fo unhealthfull 5 afligning them to be the Sou:
thern Winds reigning there; the many {tanding Waters; the
townefs of the fhore 5 the inconftancy of the Weather 5 and
the exceflive heat of the Summer.

Thirdly, he difcourfes of the Remedies ; efleeming that,
as the infalubrity of that Campagne began only after it was
wafted and difpeopled, by the incurfions of thofe Barbarous
Nations, that invaded Jtaly , and deftroyed the habirations
that were. there s fo the Air would rccover its former good
temperature,if that Country were again Inhabited, and-tilled
as before.  Sothat, faith ke, thofe Fieldshave no other no-
xicufnefs from Nature, but the excefs of heat and moifture,
and-afudden change of Winds 5 things, which indeed are apt
to incommode, but not to make extraordinarily fick, much
Tl kill the Inhabitants. Andthen, as to the evils that have
been occafion’d by mens negligence, he’ thinks it an. f}’lgﬁe
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thing toremove them 5 fuch as are many ftagnant waters,
which he judgeth may be eafily drained away into the neigh-
bouring Rivers by means of Channels, neglected hitherto,

Thegreatelt evil are thePontinLakes,and all that flat {hore of
the Sea,whence the Sun ¢ t -acts ftore of noxious fteams, which
infect the Air, being diffuf:d by the Southern winds through
the neighbouring Country, elpecially by the South-Eaft:
Winds, which traverfing the length of thofe Lakes, raife and
carry away with them peftiferous vapers. This Evil the Au-
thor would remedy by draining thoft grounds, and by let-
ting into them running and live waters; as alfo by plantiug
woods of Pine-trees, that fhould cover that Campagne and
Rome it felf from thofe pernicious Lakes.

Which being done, he wouid have the Houfes for the new
Inhabitants built onraifed ground, clofe joyned togetherin
the forme of Caftles, there being no better remedy againft
anill Air thap that of many Fires kept clofe together.  And
here he advifes,that the Churches,Granaries and Ammunition-
houfes, and other high Buildings fhould beraifed toward the
South, thereby to fhelter fuch Caftles: from the Winds that
blow from that quarter, But above all things he recommends,
that good and wholefome Watersmay be conveighed thithers
a thing little leis neceflary for life than Airit felf ; On which
occafion he giveth an accurate account of all the Fountaips,
Rivers, and other frefh Waters, that are to be found inthat
Campagne.

Having faid this,he declareth fo great a confidence of his in
thefe means well managed, that heis perfwaded, the Inhabi-
tants would foon prove very numerous thereefpecially if men
were by the chief Governours of Rome encouraged with the
conceflion of great priviledges and with good ufage to fettle ia
that place.



